ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
To date, a number of FRET-based strategies for detection of nucleic acids has been reported. 1 Perhaps, the most well-known approach is that of "molecular beacons", which consist of hairpin-forming DNAs labeled in the stem with fluorophore and quencher. Herein, we report on new reporter probes, QUAL probes, that "light up" when a nucleophilic phosphorothioate probe binds adjacent to a dabsyl quenched probe. 5 Such probes display high selectivity for even single nucleotide differences, and because quenching is efficient they require no washing away of unbound probes. We demonstrate 
